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Quality of Life in Profoundly Demented Patients
—Sensory integration for Profoundly Demented Patients—
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Abstract

Non-pharmacological therapies have been widely used in the treatment of dementia in recent years, but the
application of such therapies becomes difficult for the most serious cases involving impaired motor function,
loss of speech function, and communication difficulties. In this study, we examined the effectiveness of
sensory stimulation, which has been shown to be effective in the most serious cases of dementia. Specifically,
we administered multiple sensory intervention examinations to 10 aged profoundly dementia patients, and
measured the effectiveness of sensory stimulation using QOL benchmarks developed for dementia. The
current study did not find that sensory stimulation was effective. However, a significant correlation was found
between QOL and the seriousness of dementia, suggesting that the more serious a patient’s dementia, the
more important the expression of positive feelings or changes in facial expression become as an important
QOL factor. Additionally, the study has shown that, in severe dementia, lost functions themselves become
reflected in QOL factors. Therefore, talking, reacting, and changes in facial expression appear to have

significant meaning even if there are no external changes in the patient’s activities.



