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Historical changes of physical therapy education in Japan

Toshihiro Morinaga

Shijonawate gakuen university

Faculty of rehabilitation

Abstract

The education for physical therapist in Japan was started by American RPT at the vocational school
in 1963. The curriculum, on that time, was constituted by the huge contents and time, and it was called
for that a graduate bears a medical wing as a person who can step in and be effective immediately.

Then, the curriculum was revised several times after that. The biggest changed part in it was
introduction of the unit system. It made the compatibility of the unit between vocational school and
university possible. Also, it became the curriculum corresponding to physical therapist required for an
aged society in contents. On the other hand, faced problems, such as reservation of the educational
quality of students and teachers, and clinical training facilities, also came to surface with the increase in

cultivation schools.
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