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A Study on the Nursery and Kindergarten Teachers’ Ability for Understanding a Picture Book
-‘Growing Old’ and ‘Death’ as a Theme-

Mayumi Kudo
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A Study on the Nursery and Kindergarten Teachers’ Ability

for Understanding a Picture Book
-*Growing Old’ and ‘Death’ as a Theme-

Mayumi Kudo

Shijonawate Gakuen Junior College

In this report, the necessity and importance of a high reading ability for nursery and kindergarten
teachers themselves is clarified. The high reading ability is indispensable to read a picture book on a
theme of growing old or death to children as a method to teach them the importance of life.

Therefore, the abilities requested for nursery and kindergarten teachers can be summarized into the
following three points.

1) The ability to know how the children will understand death.

2) The ability to predict how the children will understand the contents of the picture book.

3) The ability to consider how the contents of the picture book are related to the nursery and
kindergarten teachers’ experiences and how will the contents affect the children.

These points are the abilities to think thoroughly and to mark out a meaning on the relationship
between the story of the picture book and their own life, and they are also the abilities to think how to
read a picture book to children and how to teach life to them. These abilities should be widely called as
a reading ability.

Key words : Death Education, Developmental stage, Reading ability for a Picture Book
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