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Observations on “Partnership between Health and Nursing Care”
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Observations on “Partnership between Health and Nursing Care”

Kazuko Sakakibara

Shijonawate Gakuen Junior College

Japan in the 21 century faces the two problems of declining birth rate and aging population, which have
simultaneously become national issues burdening individuals in various ways. With regard to the field of
health care which is of major interest, a review of welfare pensions and health insurance which have

- direct bearing on the health and lifestyles of the elderly, has been underway, resulting in a review in 2005
of the nursing-care insurance in place since 2000, with improvements implemented in 2006. Particular
attention was focused on the establishment of new preventive benefits and new services, strengthening the
“partnership between health and nursing care.”

Every human being is entitled to the enjoyment of health which physically and mentally enriches
the life until death, and as such, access to health care and welfare which must not be denied is a part of
every person’s life. From the perspective of “nursing” which implies “care,” “healthy and dignified
lifestyles” must be quantitatively and qualitatively assured, and the “partnership between health and
nursing care” must be strengthened in such a way that roles and responsibilities of each part can be
fulfilled. Furthermore, related to a report of July 2006 by the review panel of the Basic Welfare Division,
Social Relief Bureau of the Ministry of Health, Labour, & Welfare, entitled as “Human Resources
Supporting the Future of Nursing Care: Towards the Capacity Building of New Care Workers through
Training and Experience,” observations are made regarding the “partnership between health and nursing
care” including the changing working conditions care workers confront and the improvement of work

place to make it a more attractive profession.

Key words: health, care, dignified lifestyle, nursing care, nursing care insurance
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