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This weapon is to be used against Japan between
now and August 10th. I have told the Sec. of War, Mr.
Stimson, to use it so that military objectives and soldiers
and sailors are the target and not women and children.
(AFE 210 R—2 & D)
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In the wake of September 11, there was a brief
moment in the United States when it seemed possible
that Al Qaeda’s crime against humanity might help
foster a popular consciousness and imagination
concerning air war and terror bombing in general, past
as well as present and future, that transcended patriotic

parochialism and a reflexive thirst for retaliation in
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near-kind. This did not happen. On the contrary, the
rubric of Ground Zero was appropriated— expropriated,
really—without serious discussion or thought about its
origins at the dawn of the nuclear age.
(RE1B7TR—XD)
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When we roll out cliches like “time will tell” or “the
judgment of history,” we are of course playing with
language. Time does not speak, nor does history judge.
Rather commentators including historians acquire
perspective as time passes—regard the past with greater

detachment, knowledge of long-term legacies, and



the fuller understanding that derives from accounts by
participants and access to private papers and hitherto
secret documents. Bias may color judgments, and
controversy is predictable, but in any case knowledge
becomes thickened and understanding altered.
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